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Make BIG Gains in Your  
After-School Program with 
Evidence-Based Writing
Dr. Katie McKnight & Alan Sitomer

• Practice	reading	comprehension	with	accessible
Hi-Lo	texts	from	Saddleback	books

• Simple	step-by-step	lessons	focused	on	making	claims 
and citing evidence using multi-modal activities

• Flexible	pacing	plans	provide	for	targeted	learning and 
easy implementation for any Summer or
after-school program

• Engage	Multilingual	Learners	with	the
Bilingual Edition in Spanish

• Professional	Development	options	available	to	increase 
writing	proficiency	in	the	Secondary	grades

Short,	Short,	BIG	can	be	flexibly	used	
to support learning in ANY middle 
school literacy program.

shortshortbig.com



Short, Short, BIG! is a standards-based tool kit for middle school students. It elevates students’
evidence-based reading and writing skills through a proven methodology that includes reading
comprehension lessons and grammar instruction. Implementation training and on-going teacher 
support is available with customized professional development in writing and literacy.

Empower your students with a proven Summer or After-School program 
that	integrates	standards-based	reading	and	writing	instruction.

Learn more and download a sample at:    shortshortbig.com

Short Reads
• Engaging, high interest nonfiction content on 

current topics
• Lessons to address background knowledge 

and development of skills to fuel writing
• Scaffolded lessons and literacy development 

specifically designed to engage Secondary 
students 

Short Writes
• Engaging prompts that motivate and ignite 

student responses
• A scaffolded approach to writing instruction 

that is engaging and age appropriate for 
middle school students

• A toolbox of skills-based lessons to 
differentiate based on individual student need

        Gains!
• Pre- and post-assessment including  

rubrics for formative assessment
• State standards based lessons
• Scope and Sequence plus Pacing Guides  

for use in a variety of program settings
• Research-based pedagogy
• An evidence-based writing program


