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Differentiated reading list  
examples 
Grades 9-10

Center(s)

Reading Together

Explanation of Reading Lists

Literacy and Learning Centers require 
you to divide your students into small 
groups. I recommend that you group 
students not based on ability, but based 
on the texts they choose. In other words, 
each student selects the text that most 
interests him/her, and is placed in a group 
with the other students who picked the 
same text. This doesn’t mean anything 
goes! The teacher or curriculum director 
should supply a selection of texts that all 
address the same basic literary themes, 
cover the same content, or address the 
same essential question. 

It’s ok to start small. Work on adding one 
or two reading lists every year.

You’ll see that giving students a choice 
in what to read brings about significant 
gains in their engagement, productivity, 
and growth. But maybe the greatest 
advantage of giving students a choice of 
reading material, is that students of varied 
ability levels and interests all have an 
opportunity to engage with their reading.

The Text Complexity Model has three 
equal components. Choosing which 
texts to include in your class reading lists 
means you must do more than consider 
quantitative measures! 

The three components to consider are:

1. Quantitative Measures. 
These factors are difficult or impossible for 
a person to evaluate efficiently so they are 
typically measured by computer software. 
Examples of quantitative measures  
include students’ standardized test scores 
and a books’ assigned Lexile scores.

2. Qualitative Dimensions.  
These characteristics must be evaluated 
by a teacher. They include considering 
levels of meaning (for literary texts) or 
purpose (for informational texts), as well 
as structure, language conventionality and 
clarity, and knowledge demands.

3. Reader and Task Considerations. 
This component is best evaluated by a 
teacher like you, who understands his 
or her students. It requires assessing 
the reader’s motivation, knowledge, and 
experiences, as well as the assessing the 
purpose and complexity of a text.
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It helps to review examples of reading lists that other teachers have used effectively. 
Please use these examples as inspiration. Feel free to borrow what works and adapt 
as necessary to suit your needs and the needs of your students.

The book lists below represent a selection of fictional and non-fictional texts that are 
suitable for use with the Literacy and Learning Center model.

Explore the EngagingLearners.com website for other resources about differentiated 
reading (webinars, tips, etc.) to help you create your own reading lists. 

Remember, coming up with reading lists is an on-going process. Even after you find 
a “perfect” booklist, realize that it may not be perfect forever. As you find new titles, as 
your school’s curriculum changes, and as student interests evolve, it’s likely you’ll want 
to make revisions and adjustments. 
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